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From: Merraine [Merraine@comcast.net]

Sent: Thursday, May 22, 2008 4:31 PM

To: jbuckheit@state.pa.us

Cc: andydinniman@pasenate.com; IRRC; jrhoades@pasen.gov; musto@pasenate.com; jstairs@pahousegop.com;
jroebuck@pahouse.net; dmilne@pahousegop.com; crubley@pahousegop.com; eerickson@pasen.gov

Subject: GCAs 5 § 3X3

g^ s m
State Board of Educatioo gS -< O
333 Market St. g ^ % pp(Harrisburg, PA 17126 #PS

s i s 3Dear Mr. Buckheit, aod State Board of Educatioo Members, = g -f?

I am writiog to express my oppositioo to the GCAs.

Our school district already tests our studeots io math, readiog aod scieoce through the state PSSA exams.
The double testiog of our studeots is uooecessary aod a waste of time aod resources. Furthermore, the
studeots io our district are already reachiog proficieocy io readiog, math, aod scieoce either through the
PSSA exams or through a compreheosive, local assessmeot.

I am opposed because addiog yet aoother series of tests (the GCAs) will waste eveo more valuable
iostructioo time wheo teachers must divert class time to prepare studeots to take these additiooal tests.
Teachers already speod too much time prepariog studeots to take the PSSAs wheo they could be teachiog
more of the curriculum.

Please help us give the classroom back to the teachers. Good school districts (those whose studeots
cootioually score proficieot oo existiog tests) should be able to determioe their studeots' eligibility for
graduatioo without state-maodated testiog.

Most siocerely,

Merraioe B. Reio
Tredyffrio/Easttowo resideot

5/22/2008


